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A GENIZA FKAGMENT OF GENESIS RABBA. 

The fragment here printed is at present located in the 
Cambridge University Library, Library Collection, Drawer 
35. It consists of three leaves. Of the six sides one is 
blank, containing only a name or two and some Arabic 
jottings. The measurements are as follows : leaf i, 20x2,1 
cm. ; leaf 2, 18 x ig^S ; leaf 3, 18 x 19-5. Though the sizes 
of leaves i and 3 differ they belong to the same MS., leaf 
2 a following on leaf i a exactly. The leaves were found 
at different times in different sacks, but were put together 
by Mr. Abrahams, to whom (as well as to Mr. Herbert Loewe) 
I am indebted for suggestions in preparing the present 
edition. There is a gap between leaf a and leaf 3. 

The leaves are tolerably well preserved, though here and 
there the MS. is obliterated or torn ; especially is this the 
case at the bottom of leaf i. The writing is in square 
character, and the MS. probably dates from the eleventh 
century. Comparing our MS. with dated Geniza texts (e.g. 
T-S. 34. I, dated 1082, and T-S. 24. 7, dated 1004) the 
identity with eleventh century MSS. is almost certain. The 
usual Geniza features are exhibited. The divine name is 
usually written ''', and the contractions D'''N, D^'7« and D'vX 
(for ffn^N) occur frequently. Some words are punctuated, 
and there are occasional erasures and corrections. 

The MS. fortunately contains the beginning of the 
Midrash on Genesis, and the order of sections fully confirms 
Dr. Theodor's judgment in using Codex Brit. Mus. Add. 
MS. 27169 as the basis of his edition. Dr. Theodor's view 
that we must reject the epithet nm (after X'-y^'in 'n) is not, 
however, confirmed by this old MS., for the word is found 
here. Some of the spellings of the Greek words are unique. 
Thus we have JUD'a (for iraibaycoyos) a spelling not noted 
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by Theodor. The passage of the Greek b into the Hebrew n 
occurred already in pre-Christian times (Krauss, Qriechische 
und Lateinische Lehnworter, I, 38), and there is reason to 
think that in Rabbinic lips the Greek 8 was sounded like 
the soft English th (in these or bathe). Cf. Krauss, op. cit., 
p. 39. Another interesting point is the spelling of the name 
Julianus. Dr. Biichler has detected this name in the 
inscription published in the Palestine Exploration Fund 
Quarterly Statement, April, 1908 (p. 165). This distinctly 
ends in n, but the only instance of this given by Krauss 
(op. cit., II, p. 31c) is in the corrupt form Na''i>1^. Our 
MS. stands alone in reading N3''i?1^. In general, our MS. 
has original variants in the names of Rabbinical authorities 
cited. I would also call attention to the interesting word 
sncJ'nD (II, 3 b), and the regular use of the form "im nsT HMT 
in introducing Bible citations. Noteworthy, too, is the use 
of 1J?10K' for 1JJCIW3; only found in this form here. Cf. 
Bacher, Terminohgie der Amorder, 2,%!, note 2. Then, 
again, in the spelling n''B'NT'2 we have an example of the 
representation of the sheva mobile by the letter yod. 

The text, though not always carefully or accurately 
written, is well worth close study. It is a new and 
independent text ; thus it sometimes differs from the MSS. 
which it most resembles (e.g. it stands alone in omitting 
omn before Q''E'aB>a I, i b, line 9), and in one place it 
has the curious reading nafiriK for the usual N^lon^?. This is 
probably a mere mistake. 



I. 

Dv DV Q'<]rm^ n^^^«1 noN i^vn [n''n]Ni nns nai nw[in '-i] 1 (b) 
poN 1CN DNT noan hdod |idn jud'-s p»n ny | x<ish npnB'D 

}iroN ySn 'bv ci'ijiosn | nox dnt noan noiaa jton nmm [by] 
moiN I [mi]nn join pdn noin nx pix \t"i 'dn [nxi noa] yjsio 
nan Dm 1x^2 i?Q 'Iras' jnm n'2yn b& injciN ^b Ti^n '•jn 
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i3''N iDiNHi jDiNn njJiD si's iDVjj nyiD nniN tou wxi | [pta^a] 

minni D^ij?n ns Nim nnina d^d | n'a'p'n iTn la d^b'se's ne'iy 

nns I Nnsp 'a 'a njin an .lam n^a'Ni '•jjp '^ 'on 'xt noa 
I pinm pisDN mi 'n pny p^ns b nnann -ipB' Tiat^ nio^xn 
jE>-innN C)''»')^K CDijND lonjN nam 'ex nsn 'oa pnanx ipnnsj-N 
nnann ij)1dis>3 jpnn{j'''N a'-in in d^^n aiK''' id in | 'dn jint noa 
nan m vninao pmyne' D''i2hj; '•n pnx | b nnann pnv pns ^y 
niaD KHoriN nai niB'Nna nc'yDa ] [tnn] '•jn "idi^i niNjriNn^ i'latj'a 
fi^pa laanDH | [b] ni"':n p nD)'> '-i idnt xnoriN niaa bv 
I [vJnnN 'na na NnioriN n'a'p'^B' iiiaaa Nan ')]>'? pbTi pN iTian 
^^1!0 an hd i^ w ^n n»N an T'^"'"'"'^ "^ss ns'N laiD an no 
'p»ai pa'-an DipiD[a pob] niia cini | [nc'a i^jd] 'lyac 3ni:a 
Di[pDa n''i3a] n pcb | [n»]i^ NiyB* 'o b nvn"'Dn 'p»ai naa'Nn 
^53 I 13 DJia li'-N nvn''Dn 'oai nae'Nn 'id3 hniv b& in ni»n ncN 
WN inni ini3i inin [lino] Nn[33] nrn 'lyn nioi^ [n3'']{J' '■d 
noiN[i> na'aN ■•n] aina nannt^' ■<b'\b''H Nnap na | oca njin 'n .Diia 
una [mw 'n] inin | nn\n pNn p \n p n^'i^N Nna n^B'Nna 
Djnj n I Nnp''»y ■bi Nim 'ji Nnnnoioi Nnp''»j; '<[bi Nini nna] pcD 
py ]i 11 NnnnoDi 'n ''N[inp hNB> *p»j?]a dk* n''Nan '3 yn» n^ 
fni5i'j;o [i^n] 'oy ''bi Nini 'n't noDOi anra | ninooh wmb 
[n3iK'n3 no] yT" nx^y "vnob Nnnno'^D | '"» Q*p''»VO''' '"'n rv^^ 
i^N na* nioy xninfji] | p''B>y» icnm n»ni jiyB'ni'B' jn'-B'yiD i^jn 
i ijinn aip» NaN 'n 'ion pnv^ ynr niN ['jb> D''p''ns b^ on'-E'yjD 
ni'mno |iD''D *ania n[nin'' n'x niK^n i?^ nf] nc' noy nninji 

I p^N K'n''a N^ Nnp''»y ^bi | in[^'']n3 

... ^'Si \ D^'ba noNn 

... I [noN nnan E'JNn nna pnfx^J 

I Nna n''B'[Nna] 

On (1 a) occur some names : ^i nos n*3 noi'K'ij and onnSK^, 
also some Arabic jottings. 
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II. 

T^-TJ }'N raiDNa jn^N rbp»i i^n nx tiJi'hv rP''nvD dn 1 (a) 
cc'^s niTn cihyn ns ini3 wie'I ^ne' moiN minn | iDiij . . . 
n''{j'x-i3 N^N p ['na pn] I ixni n''B'N-i3 h'^'ba nai^i Ni>N p 'na ps 
no voyh i"*jn vk'idd na nno ^1^ 'n db>3 fjaon jjB'in'' 'i a^'^N sna 
nva Ni3JK> ntt pifKin ova Niajc no ^nib*''!' | n'a'p'n rh''i djjd 

i'B' HDIN N^n I OnCWI ^KIC''^ CJID N^ty 'lj?n niOIN ''3DD ''JK>n 

NTi mn xisn t^s p!? )nDiNi inix raico bsnc'' onx nvna 
atj'ii T>3aD I'li'N '»'''' TT^ccT "iiriBaD d^xviti | [Dnnlsa nI'n pTia 
i^Di3 nxn I KinB>ai Da!? wnia niin NinB'a n'a'p'^jV iNiisoi ahyn 
n^jn v{i>j)D ma d'^u ni'm nn^ nn!? i'^a'a n^t mn 13^ wnwi dan 
••a nna noiwn'n .a'^ba sna jT'K'Nna niB'N-ian nx | an^ iijn icyi) 
n"n 13 Diron 'n's | Ti^^ ci''''^ "ri'< nix^si ntj-iyi nnx hij 
n^DNT I nxi'V inn b Dno^E' mnna apj u '■ni dn nrn ii3n 
I p nK'y ^D 13DD NS1'' inn ^^51 D''3pJ D''3pJi D''^''n» iicy njn onxn 
1N133 ''3B>3 '»N pnv '"1 D''aN^D 1N133 inDN inaij n'-ha nnx 
ninn vaxi'D ntj^iy 'nai vr\)''b]) d''»3 | nnpDn 'a'n mn D"'ax^o 
'nai psn bv fiBiy | ^iiyi D'-as^o ixnaj '•B'nrna 'cn njijn 'n 
'ni I [nnjyn ^y p pnvi 13^ db'3 ny n3 xrh^ 'n fiaiy D'-neai 
Dib pa'Nnn Dvs xnsj xi'tt' Dnio bn pnv nnyT i5y p n3^:n 
1313X3 ^xnaji ypi ^b> inms n-nia nM ^xa'-o | -iDxn xi'tj' 
nai? D'-OB' HDW b nc'iy | ['»'> '■ajN] n^n in''y:fr:N3 tidd 'p'ni 
'I'y'i'B' innus ] [icy] finiE> n'-n id 3na wn '•d in'-SD j'nxn ypn 
pD^pn'>D I nanon ''hnji njnoa o^'pn-'D DI1 IK'S ibio 'iy3K' jnua 
1 113^ Nin N^N p 13''N 'n'3'pn i'3N ^iK'D3 iDy psB'WB' no!? loy 
nnx no^ 'x niN^sj ntj'iyi nns iina '•a nDin^n 'i'n w^iya D^pn''» 
nB>B> .D'-i^N N"i3 n''E'N-i3 'lyn nx nnN"i3 ^^3^ nnx [ 113^ d'^-^n 
niN'i3''n^ n3K>nD3 i^yB> tno b''«i in-i3^3b> |nD | e''' 'lyi'E' iDip pi3T 
^1a^ Noa ':d niaa xoa htni "'33p 11 | [p] jd niaa Noai minn 
mia-iaa niN-ia'-n^ n3B'nD3 | nusn rxo nsoa paj 'nai diid 
niNiaNni* n3{5'nD3 | ibv i'xnK''' D3••n13^5 '■n^Ni nn^»'Nn3 n3''Nn3 
Noa 1 [niN]-i3Nni' n3B>nD3 n^y e^npran nu onp n'':p ^my mat 
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"losni nan ij> e^jn aeri npB'n nniso ni'V D''-in anna | n\t nih 

DN 1133 ND3^ [n-l]in DX Dlip HPN yiT" ''3''N | i^SN DIN ^33 131B' 
'MP '1 'DT TI33 ND3^ HDip 1 (b) I'N n-imi» 1133 ND3 

nam 'n tnd ind's |133 n 'rav ^rmb rxD | i'-^sd tii>^ i3-n jt'E'ni 
b^ noip {jxic^-^ ^B> |n3cnr3 pnv n'n'3 | b\n\a& 'n cie'3 fftj-ii 'n 
nnx Dya p ru»n i^ (!) nini n3nDDi5 nj . . . . | n6J13 nNnB* ^^»^ 
pnoix bn vni ■'33^ ir pD^jpi pj^jo i1?d itsx | piE'3 *i3ij> i^nn N:i»: 
l^on noxi i-irn ''3[3^ roi'Jpi | pi^o ■b^ idix xim li? px p 
n\n ^:D^^ T'Dyni? n^ny | xinc ib^n nasE' •'h!^''X xin Diii^ncDx 
Dncy -inxE' naw | •'^li'^x n'3'p'n n3 '''J3!5 ir r»!5pi pj^^D iS^d 'ix 
'33 nx n '1X1 1 min3 3ni3 irn minn bp^ pTny ^xis'ii in ne^ci 
ni3f3 I x^x x-13: x!? ixi^di 'lyn n'3n3 'n'x i'xiB'"' '•33 ^x -i3*i i'xna''' 
niB'x-i I xn'i ne^D ni3n 'dx n'3-i3 'n px id' nD3n3 « 'jb* 'inn 
ni3T3 I ohyn xn33 y-cn nvh^ ni3r3 mno 'n cie'3 njin 'n 'ji "b 
I D'tyxi px D'^^x x-13 n''B'x->3 Q''-ii33n '3131 niiWD 01313 rhn 
x^x n'B'xi pxi 'ji rbn DSTiiony n'tj'x-i 'dx 'xt '3n n^n n^x 
omsu x^x n'tyx-i pxi Ti-in^i Tv^'iiti ^3J'^ n'-B'xn '3E' | nnc'yD 
'-\ DE'3 'i^ 'm n-13 yt^in'' 'i Dnj'-a 'n'x n»nx ••■1133 | n'E'xi ':e' 
D'-ipi Q''33xi D'sy nayi d'o pn3T w^ nnx nju 1 xinE' nt 'i^ 
rap!? T-is xin nn d'-jp^ T"i^ ^^'xi xin -i^m "icxn | [d]x !'Tn3i 
ohycii TXD Dtp niDnp nc'E' )nix nmp minn nii^n rap | n''3i n^D 
i!? 'dx ijx'i'DJ 'n nx !>xe' nnx Diaioii'B pin pDip^JDi | [c^x-idJ 

'dx mix ly'DiE' p31Q P3DDD b X1JDB' X^X | D'3'^X nM ^IIJ "('"'V 

nan rb 'x niDinni ni"ii cdi i^rw \ mm mm idx iu'-x nD rb 
xni3i Dii'E' ntj'iy mi3i mm | n''-i''3 pn3 'n3 pnijis m3j xim nnn 
iB'x D'Dni Q'DB'n '•Dsj' ini!?Si I ci'd ^E>1^ x-1131 nix nxv iE>in yn 
dnn -isi' ran •'3 nni 1x1331 | nis xm '•3 no!) ci'Dm diDB>n ^yD 

I mi'hn niDinn px3 niDinn nil xii3i 
im] n'Dra 13 w\r\'' 'I'x wbip 13X di33iiD wib'p 3 (a) 
XM nin 013^1x55 lyjnE' iy | [niDinn] d'HVi cii nnn [Qi^y 
I [013'-''] pix nT rsb nmD'[nT DipD i'x niyps ni'] cm i^jv '31 
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ihp [nK'yj] nm pi ny p iiw rtJ'iii inB' niB'mn p ^ '«i; 'i'n 
'n^N D''Dn ijy •>''« Sp 'nan N''n mn | [d-Jdh ^y [iidd'-d n'apn ^b' 
Nsn Nin ''''33D N^N D''3mnnn D''»d D-'Jvi'jjn d'-dh ie»-iq Ni> n'sna 
pN ne'iy nan to n^J tt-d noinin '1 tj>3n nnni '•aao | [aTim] 
ijip nDN riNi] nnan •'^aa n^n ^ip psi | [D'-d] pon inn ijip^ man 
vjn'-N^ DTI [aty'-i I'n'n] bin^'' ''JB^ jnpJ Nine' en | v^^i [nona 
nab Q^n oy Ni5 -iTy^N p n''Ci-i"' 'I'a loy 'na 'pn | njnnc' D'-sini' 
mn n'-K'Nia ■•d'' | [nc'B'a] Nnaity nd 553 oy n^jn n'a'p'n rann 
n^5 1 ^n"'vx D^53s bi D"'0E' id3 ['•T'] ^n-iis Dxav bi qidb' idj n' 
ipnnB»t5' i*-iNn nsi D^DK'n nx "'n'^if ^kik''' ''isb Nipj Nn'-tj' D'-n 
nsi B'DE'n nx '•n'-iv '31 nn3nNi DioB'n wwn | [idwb'] ne'e ■<ieh 
^b^byvy dmiyn nsi ji^jk poya | Din pyaaa b'dk' ysj'ini '•jd^ nnNn 
nnryi ^jkb^d | n-'jjn!' pT n^e' nixn nsi 1^ d^n^d Q''aniyni in'-i'^b 
biipm •^ish inns'-B' D'-db^h nx bH'':'h ipn'- xi'E' n1''■^^5^ nsi 
"i»N''i nji'' ns Np'-B' Jin nx d'''^n nixno nxiNi D'os^n | [in]nB3 
'n'apn nw 'ly^B' in"n3 (!) n^'-no | [nty] ^n 'ns njv ns Np''i i'-h « 
I [''j]b' 'ji D'-n '•oi) Nmpn noh d^dh up'- D'''i'N nioN*i (-idn>) 
HD I'D ntj'y no ^"^atya m^an "ina nnsi n^N nna nnx d^oya 
li''j''i> i^nn ni? ni'B' i^joa mnDcy njino^ vjao inT'c | ^''aB'3 n^'ytj' 
D313 n»^ 13 vjao iNT'n''i roncn [••n] ins inT'E' | 113 na-pni n^p 

n [pnlx '•DBN b I (!)'>''nN int" ^'•atj'a 'ji qnt ^d 133 

I pn ^b imi? N^D '•b njao n^ 'ly^s' Jnua bn ••aE'i'' b ijod 
nNi D-'M D'K) 1^3 'lyn b nIjo v [n^d] '•b iin^j [n^jJd ib ndb' 

i^^npn nni3ni n3i[-i]»n na oyiDO | d nI^k nnx h^p^b in 

pnciy '185''' bi na n''n | [n]-ia3 n^03 ni^n 'i'n '31 'pn 'n 'ni he'd 
iiNi *■• I [iDN'>i] nni3ni nanon ns tsyitoD p^nnty p'-o n^n dk* 
I n3i»E'a nprno nB'oi'B' i3an '•ai n3''3n 'n't? D3''3an abo bsij inp jnnN 
'nn nov 'Yn nniani nsinon nx tayicn p'^mn^ p'«D n^n pvcp 
i>NnE« bi D''B'Dna Qityon anini nma hnd nvnn nnx j [nna]b 
ba ydn'' noxii nniani 'non ns 'yioo | pirnnti' ]:>'<o i6t< pnoiy 
ni''ni pnN '•na ■^j^ pn p3pt | ncs njin 'n'n n3n ie^3 bai^'' '•33 
p3 jDVD^s 'ttN }33n | [pJnNH ^3 '3E' pa pD-'D 'n n3''3n 'nn nna 
pnx pnNH na •'3B' | ip'-rnnt? hdd yK'in'' jnij 'n pn[N]n '•na ''3k> 
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I ['T 'N , . . '-1 d]b'3 njv '13 i'NiDB' 'i rniii lM[n]nEnDi 
jj"'»iE' }no ins N^c na ix bo noNi inx bi? niiDN 2 (b) 
p^JD pnv 'n D'iB>n"'^ iKip'' sinn ova ttij?^ p|n 'n''3n[i'B'] | inSien 
Ninn Dva npioa pn b'II 3"'n'' nnacN n3''3[n] | 'm h'-d^e' hsE'!' 
''3''nNn 'n n^ noi^ 'pn iTiyn^ 'cn npira | lai 'n n^ 'x ai'm''^ iNnp' 
• NriK'-ia .ivnan ^^[db'] | i^di ^a "ip^rn TTiiT-nii lain-in 
3-1 naip jivn niE'[y^] | nviB' }*-in no^Ji j'-in hku''^ ci'^^n sipi 
I ^K Nin liN '•ne' ^n liN pn^^ 'n V3 .T-a-is 'n nhn 'n '^3 fn'j 
vtyay in }*"iN^i "T diDty^ irnDNE' "'h^iNB' "i DiOE'i' ''rnD[KB'J 
nna^'n 't«3 hdv 'i'k qidi sip d^Dn nipD^ pahni | jinnio vn 
njon N^ N^N DID"! «-ip Dion nipoi'i | 'i^ 'I'D no ins d' n^i 
NK'nn d'li^N noNii . . iT'OBDno rh'wb) \ n''^''^ n^iy^ layo n^yn ann 
diN paiiino 'nj?3-iN insii p^ loaanB' j en^'E' ina 'n db*! ijn pxn 
Ti-ii3j;3 noixn mnx poy j'nxn nbbpm'i pii? | "idj33 tyrai mm 
I lis nbm }''3un pe'iynai pE'in"' pw innx r-131 i? n^yo | Nnna' 
mini I '-,'x n^^jpnj noh nsan ue^ sin ?in ni^jo pn^i 'n's ^oj 
^^B' I iv:fn bv [m3]yE^' 'x diets' ni'3 niini '-i cmia 'ni di^e' Yi'3 
b[K3] I nan no na j>y }>-iNn N{j>*in di'^n lONn 3'p'n ni? n 
ntj^y I j'yi 'm yinn KVini n^jn p ne^y n^ ini bso^ xni j'yni 
^jy NHij I di^t? -i'i'3 mini 'm bv nnia itj'y pna ij^in i^iax na 
p3Nm n)i3 I Di^i 'ONI cjNa n^n n^j^pn: no^ oraia 'm ninyn 
noan pnuij n iN-isja' | dv '<^'bv dv -ipn inn 3ny inii pi^N 
i'rn3n Nnaijc* jiva dha dioio nan | disi-ipi diK'i^ti' ion n^«^ 
D3[ai ^n] I piD Y^ linimo pl^ no jnSj'N pnini-io nia^iN | i^innn 

I .piTij pD nnN }iNi 13 

Ephbaim Levine. 



